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2018 annual report to the community

Site context and highlights
Warooka Primary School and School Based Preschool (Warooka Schools) have a strong commitment to providing a wide
range of relevant learning experiences for students. A cornerstone is the strong family atmosphere, stemming from being a
School Based Preschool to Year 7 School, catering for approximately 80 students from 3 to 13 years of age. The School
Based Preschool (SBP) is an integral part of the school and appears as another classroom. There is a very strong culture of
caring, cooperation and integration of all students across SBP to Year 7. The students are in 5 classes: SBP, Reception/Year 1,
Year 2/3, Year 4/5 and Year 6/7. This year we had 76 (67 primary and 9 preschool) students with 18% School Card and 10%
Aboriginal students. Many students (approx 85%) travel on buses to attend school via one of 3 bus routes (Marion Bay, Corny
Point and Point Turton).
There is a strong emphasis on student voice, with all students being encouraged to help in leading their school, from ideas for
improvements to negotiating their learning. Students have access to a range of learning tools, including cameras, tablets,
laptops and data projectors, and video / film production facilities. There is a strong emphasis on environmental initiatives. A
strong commitment to the Sporting Schools program exists at Warooka, inclusive of students from SBP – Year 7.
In 2018 our School Based Preschool underwent its assessment and rating by the Australian Children's Education & Care
Quality Authority (ACECQA). Our service was rated as meeting the National Quality Standards in Quality Areas 1, 2, 3, 4, 6
and 7, and exceeding in Quality Area 5, which is relationships with children. This means that overall we were rated as meeting
the National Quality Standards.
Students continue to enjoy learning in our natural play space, which now includes a fire ring. Students also participated in a
variety of experiences that included Year 6/7 aquatics camp, Year 2/3 & 4/5 Corny Point camp, R - 5 swimming lessons,
combined learning days with other preschools, and Science Week activities. Students and staff members have been involved
in caring for the environment through the Young Environment Leaders' group, tending the school garden, planting trees inside
the southern and western school fences, and planting trees to re-vegetate local areas, working with community groups.
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Governing council report
In the past 12 months we have seen some short term and long-term projects come into their final stages and implementation.
We had the paving repaired around the gym, new racks in the storage shed of the gym, some painting of the exterior of the
buildings, slight repair to asphalt area, fixing of the tap on the new water fountain and so on.
In the Natural Play Space it is great to see kids from all ages enjoying such a playground. Well done to all involved for getting
this project over the line.
We have successfully implemented first aid training for the 6/7 class. There were some clashes of opinions on this subject but
we hope it will give the students a help into their adult schooling.
School Swimming is back on track to the wants of parents (and of course the students). This slight change for 2017 was a bit of
a talking point but it is great to see it has been resolved for 2019 and beyond. Well done to all involved!
The School Sports Day was a great success with the weather even turning it on. The lunch provided by the Parents and
Friends was fantastic and well received by the students and parents. Some great achievements were made on the day and the
level of participation and acceptance was great to see.
Cross Country was well participated. Great to see most of the students putting themselves to the test around the hilliest golf
course on the Yorke Peninsula.
Parents and Friends had another fantastic year with tuck days and hot chocolates. The money raised is being used for some
great ideas and it's great to see the enthusiasm of the group, however, I am sure they would like to see some new faces and
some more helpers! Well done!
School camps were a big success with positive feedback from both students and staff.
We currently have only 70 primary students enrolled in the 2019 year, which is low compared to most past years. This is a big
issue when it comes to planning for future budgets. Hopefully the School Improvement Plan for 2019 can help identify the
issues with the decline in numbers and we can work on getting the school back to a healthier number.
Lastly a big thank you to Kerry-Ann and all the teachers and staff. Without you the school would not function as cohesively as it
does. Let’s hope 2019 is as good as the past and let’s have a great, productive and exciting year!
Cheers.
Josh Harkin, Chairperson
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Quality improvement planning (preschool)
Priority - Continuity of Pedagogy and Learning
Outcome - Cross-site activities, and bigger voice and sharing at staff meetings
Strategy – Engage in whole-school events and initiate early years experiences for older students in the school
Progress - Year 2 & Year 6/7 students joined preschool for play-based sessions, whole school participated in International Mud
Day, floor book was introduced during transition time with R/1 class to capture the learning and strengthen our planning cycle

Priority – Collaboration with families to construct curriculum
Outcome – Closer relationships with families, and feedback/input from families
Strategies – Parent open day and more inviting, simpler surveys
Progress - Open Day was held on 30 August, comments from families are added to our floorbook to share children's learning
and connections to home, and then used in our planning cycle, critical reflection resulted in supporting the philosophy of
play-based, supportive and confident

Priority – High Quality Teaching and Learning: Reggio Emilia - inspired
Outcome – Capable and competent children
Strategies – Active listening, ‘Strive for five’; Readings on ‘Are you listening?’ and ‘Questions worth asking?’
Literacy and Numeracy: daily opportunities for book-making, PD in Big Ideas in Number and implement strategies
Reggio Emilia ‘Re-imagining Childhood’ readings and conference reflections related to inspiring play spaces
Progress - created environments to further promote listening and conversations with children, lanyards created for educators to
encourage asking more open-ended questions, records kept of when a 'Strive for 5' conversation happens, literacy and
numeracy indicators were used to create opportunities for learning, children encouraged to engage in number recognition
games, to count and use subitising, educators conducted an inquiry as to the extent to which all children are involved in
conversations to support their learning and others
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Improvement planning and outcomes (school)
Our improvement focus this year was to provide intellectual challenge and stretch for increased learning growth and
engagement in numeracy and literacy.
Numeracy priority: improving understanding of number
Strategies: educators worked with the Senior Leader Learning Improvement Primary to use the learning design process to
plan for developing the Proficiencies in Australian Curriculum: Mathematics (understanding, fluency, problem-solving and
reasoning), worked collaboratively on practices that support numeracy learning, and provided numeracy lessons that focused
on developing the Big Ideas in Number concepts (trusting the count, multiplicative thinking, partitioning, proportional reasoning
and generalising)
Targets: increased number of students will achieve in the Higher Bands of NAPLAN Numeracy each year, all students who
previously achieved in the Higher Bands for NAPLAN Numeracy will remain in the Higher Bands in their next NAPLAN test
Outcomes: NAPLAN Numeracy results for Year 5 were above the 2016-2018 average while for Year 3 and Year 7 results
were below the 2016-2018 average.
Achievement of Upper Bands in NAPLAN Numeracy showed that Year 5 results were above our 2016 - 2018
average but the Year 3 and Year 7 results were below our 2016 - 2018 average.
PAT-Maths results showed an average achievement of 50% in Number and Algebra questions across Year 3 - 7.
We aim to improve this as outlined in our 2019 - 2021 School Improvement Plan.

Literacy priority: improving writing
Strategies: educators used bookmaking strategies in the Early Years classrooms, and worked collaboratively on practices that
support literacy learning (access to Brightpath resources and professional learning was not available so we did not progress
these aspects of our original plan)
Targets: increased number of students will achieve in the Higher Bands of NAPLAN Writing each year, all students who
previously achieved in the Higher Bands for NAPLAN Writing will remain in the Higher Bands in their next NAPLAN test
Outcomes: NAPLAN Writing results showed that the mean scores achieved by Year 3 and Year 5 students were lower than in
the previous 2 years. The mean score achieved by Year 7 students was less than 2 years ago but greater than
last year. The National Minimum Standard was achieved by 100% of Year 5 and Year 7 students, and 83% of
Year 3 students.
PAT-Reading results showed an average achievement of 53% in questions related to interpreting explicit
information and interpreting by making inferences. We aim to improve this as outlined in our 2019 - 2021 School
Improvement Plan.
Based on our latest data, our numeracy priority in 2019 will continue to be improved understanding of number (number sense
and use of operations), and our literacy priority will be improved reading comprehension.
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Performance summary
NAPLAN proficiency
The Department's Standard of Educational Achievement (SEA) is defined as children and young people
progressing and achieving at or above their appropriate year level. For NAPLAN, this is students achieving in
proficiency bands one or more above the National Minimum Standard for Reading and Numeracy. The graph
below identifies the percentage of non-exempt students enrolled in the school at the time of NAPLAN
testing, who have demonstrated achievement in NAPLAN proficiency bands at or above the Department's
SEA for Reading and Numeracy.

Reading

Data Source: Department's special extract from National Assessment Program Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) SA TAA data holdings, September
2018.
*NOTE: Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort. A blank graph may imply student count being less than
six across all cohorts.

Numeracy

Data Source: Department's special extract from National Assessment Program Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) SA TAA data holdings, September
2018.
*NOTE: Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort. A blank graph may imply student count being less than
six across all cohorts.

6

2018 annual report to the community

NAPLAN progress
The data below represents the growth of students from 2016 to 2018 in the NAPLAN test relative to students
with the same original score, presented in quartiles.

Reading
NAPLAN progression

Year 3-5

Year 5-7

State (average)

Upper progress group

0%

0%

25%

Middle progress group

0%

0%

50%

Lower progress group

0%

0%

25%

Data Source: Department's special extract from Student DataWarehouse, September 2018.
*NOTE: Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort. Due to rounding of percentages, data may not add up to
100%.

Numeracy
NAPLAN progression

Year 3-5

Year 5-7

State (average)

Upper progress group

22%

25%

25%

Middle progress group

67%

38%

50%

Lower progress group

11%

38%

25%

Data Source: Department's special extract from Student DataWarehouse, September 2018.
*NOTE: Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort. Due to rounding of percentages, data may not add up to
100%.

NAPLAN upper two bands achievement
This measure shows the number of non-exempt students enrolled at the time of NAPLAN testing who have demonstrated
achievement in the relevant NAPLAN higher bands.

No. of students who sat No. of students achieving in % of students achieving in
the test^
the upper two bands
the upper two bands**
Reading

Numeracy

Reading

Numeracy

Reading

Numeracy

Year 3 2018

12

12

3

1

25%

8%

Year 3 2016-18 average

11.3

11.3

5.0

3.3

44%

29%

Year 5 2018

10

10

4

4

40%

40%

Year 5 2016-18 average

9.7

9.7

3.3

3.0

34%

31%

Year 7 2018

9

9

1

1

11%

11%

Year 7 2016-18 average

9.3

9.3

1.7

3.0

18%

32%

Data Source: Department's special extract from NAPLAN SA TAA data holdings, September 2018.
^includes absent and withdrawn students.
*Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort.
**Percentages have been rounded off to the nearest whole number.
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School performance comment
The school has quite small student cohorts and so often a small change in the cohort results in a significant change in the
results.
NAPLAN Reading
The Year 3 Reading percentage of 75% of students achieving SEA reflects a static position over 2 years. The 2018 figure
relates to 3 students not achieving the SEA (Standard of Educational Achievement). These students have been identified and
are receiving additional support in an effort to increase their proficiency in the area of reading.
The Year 5 percentage shows a drop in achievement in Reading. This drop relates to 2 students and again identification of
these students and additional support has been put in place in an effort to address the non-achievement of SEA.
The cohort at Year 7 shows 100% so all students achieved the SEA. Previous years reflected that one or two students did not
so this seems to have been cohort driven.
NAPLAN Numeracy
Gives a near identical picture as the Reading results. The only difference is that one student in Year 5 did not achieve SEA.
NAPLAN Progress
Due to the small cohorts, no data has been generated in the area of Reading.
The data for Numeracy reflects some interesting findings. The progress from Years 3-5 shows a high percentage of students in
the middle progress section (67%). This reflects the work done with students to achieve progress but suggests that we have
not yet gained the highest levels. (Only 22% in the highest progress group.) At Years 5 -7 rates are high in the lower progress
group (38%) and this suggests that some of these students are not moving ahead as well as they could.
The achievement in the Upper Two Bands reflects mixed results. The Year 5 cohort shows that both Reading and Numeracy
are above the 2016 - 18 average with the greatest change in Numeracy. The Year 3 achievements are both down compared to
the 2016 -18 average. The percentage reductions are significant so the cohort has performed less well than expected. The
Year 7 figures are both down with the greatest drop in the area of Numeracy. These results reinforce that while we are
achieving well, we are not reaching the highest levels possible for most students.
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Preschool attendance
Year

Term 1

Term 2

Term 3

Term 4

2015 centre

85.2%

83.9%

91.1%

94.2%

2016 centre

89.8%

87.9%

94.9%

90.6%

2017 centre

75.9%

83.0%

86.1%

93.1%

2018 centre

83.6%

88.4%

90.6%

2015 state

92.3%

89.6%

87.7%

87.8%

2016 state

91.0%

88.9%

87.1%

87.4%

2017 state

90.4%

88.1%

85.7%

87.0%

2018 state

90.6%

88.2%

86.8%

Based on attendances recorded in the two week reference period each term. Data for eligible enrolments as described in the
Department's Enrolment policy. Attendance rates may differ to previous reporting with the transfer from calculations based on
deemed attendance to actual attendance using booked hours divided by attended hours.

School attendance
Year level

2015

2016

2017

2018

Reception

93.1%

83.5%

89.6%

92.3%

Year 1

91.0%

87.2%

84.6%

93.1%

Year 2

91.0%

90.7%

92.4%

94.1%

Year 3

92.8%

88.1%

90.0%

95.0%

Year 4

93.6%

90.7%

91.1%

91.9%

Year 5

91.5%

92.4%

88.2%

92.8%

Year 6

89.1%

92.5%

95.1%

96.5%

Year 7

94.3%

86.9%

90.1%

95.8%

Total

91.9%

89.0%

90.2%

93.9%

Data Source: Site Performance Reporting System (SPER), Semester 1 attendance.
Note: A blank cell indicates there were no students enrolled.

Attendance comment
The school runs a quite extensive attendance process on a daily basis. In this way, the school tracks each absence
and communicates with parents around them.
The issue with small school numbers is that at times an attendance problem with an individual student or family can
influence the percentages quite dramatically.
The attendance figures above reflect that while we have a good rate and process, if a family has to travel to
Adelaide or a regional centre for medical or business reasons, generally all members of the family make the trip.
While this is not excessive, it is common across the whole student population as many travel by bus. Family travel
during school terms also affects attendance rates at times.
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Preschool enrolment
Enrolment by Term
Year

Term 1

Term 2

Term 3

Term 4

2015

12

12

13

13

2016

8

8

8

8

2017

14

14

13

13

2018

9

9

9

9

Based on person counts in the two week reference period each term. Excludes pre-entry. Source: Preschool Data Collection, Data
Management and Information Systems.

Preschool enrolment comment
Preschool enrolment remains strong with all eligible students taking up the offer of attendance.
The Preschool provides for Aboriginal students taking up early entry, and works with families to ensure regular
attendance patterns.
The Preschool teacher keeps records 5 years in advance, and tracks the location of families and children to ensure
that contact is made to ensure families are aware of Preschool options.
In Term 4, the Preschool runs pre-entry sessions for parents and students to build awareness of the programs
running on the site.
The school oversees two play centres (Corny Point and Marion Bay) and so the reach to families is quite strong.

School behaviour management comment
The school has no behaviour management incidents that warrant reporting as part of Department data collection.
There is a strong link between parents and school and so most behaviour problems are resolved directly following
open discussion and agreed actions between all parties involved.
Occasional issues are raised between bus students, who in some cases are on buses for extended periods of time,
but these are resolved quickly with bus driver, parent and school support.
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Client opinion summary
Parent Opinion Survey conducted in 2018
21 parents responded to the survey, which was a significant increase from 7 last year.
Average rating score (out of 5) for each of the 14 statements was between 4.2 & 4.5.
97% of responses were positive.

Staff Opinion Survey based on the 'Perspective Survey 2018'
The staff Perspective Survey had a 92% participation rate.
The Engagement Score of 82% was achieved. The school response was well above the Department response for
Moderately Engaged people. (Department 30 and the school 45 points.) The Highly Engaged school score was
slightly less than the Department score (36 compared to 40) The school score for Actively Disengaged and
Passive was well below the Department scores.
The Climate Index showed a positive return of 69%. The highest climate index dimensions were 91%. This
included the 3 following statements:
Our school provides a supportive environment to deal with the needs / challenges of children / students.
At our site, we get sufficient information about policies and procedures.
Decisions made by site leaders are consistent with the Department's strategic directions.

Student Well Being and Engagement Survey Comments Years 4 -7
The students at Warooka Primary have recorded a Medium to High well being in the areas of the survey related to
Emotional well being, Engagement with school and Learning Readiness to a level of 80%. The Low Well Being
register is below 20% and, in most cases, in the teens or lower.
The least supported area is in the field of Health and Well Being out of school, where music and arts and sports are
listed as low well being and it can be assumed is related to availability and the distance to be travelled to access
these organised events.
The highest register on the survey was around Emotional Engagement with Teachers at 71% High Well Being and
26% Medium and only 3% stated as Low Well Being.
A study of the results over time (2015 - 2018) suggest that as time has gone on, there is a growing perception of
"bullying" in the minds of students. This has prompted the development of a priority in 2019 to look at pro-active
strategies around 'bullying' and to develop a common language and understanding across the school community.
Our Low Well Being scores are still below 20% but the High Well being scores have decreased and the Medium
Well Being scores have increased.
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Intended destination from preschool
Feeder Schools (Site number - Name)

2016

2017

2018

100.0%

78.0%

100.0%

0997 - Adelaide East Education Centre

0.0%

7.0%

0.0%

9092 - St Columba's Memorial School

0.0%

14.0%

0.0%

Total

100%

100%

100%

0467 - Warooka Primary School

NOTE: The data is based on person counts in the two week reference period each term and excludes pre-entry. Also,
please note due to rounding, the total may not add up to 100%.
Source: Preschool Data Collection, Data Management and Information Systems.

Intended destination from school
Leave Reason

Number

%

Employment

0

NA

Interstate/Overseas

1

5.3%

Other

0

NA

Seeking Employment

0

NA

Tertiary/TAFE/Training

0

NA

Transfer to Non-Govt School

3

15.8%

Transfer to SA Govt School

13

68.4%

Unknown

2

10.5%

Unknown (TG - Not Found)

0

NA

Data Source: Education Department School Administration System (EDSAS) Data extract Term 3 2018.
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Destination comment
Most students leaving Warooka Primary School after Year 7 attend Yorketown Area School as an extension of their
education. Nearly 70% of students stay within the public system once leaving Warooka Primary School.
Students leaving the district may go to either public or private schools depending on the options available in their new
location.
Some families leave the district with minimal information provided to the school and with minimal contact from the
next school. These families may have gone interstate or to the independent system.

Relevant history screening
All staff and volunteers at the school sites had appropriate history screening and clearances prior to undertaking
roles.
NDIS providers and other private providers working on site all provided relevant history screening information.
All contractors were supplied by DPTI and so clearances had been assured via that process.
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Teacher qualifications and workforce composition
All teachers at this school are qualified and registered with the SA Teachers Registration Board.
Qualification Level

Number of Qualifications

Bachelor Degrees or Diplomas

13

Post Graduate Qualifications

3

Data Source: Department's HR Management Reporting System, extracted Term 3 2018.

Please note: Staff who have more than 1 qualification will be counted more than once in the above qualification
table. Therefore the total number of staff by qualification type may be more than the total number of teaching
staff.

School workforce composition including Indigenous staff
Teaching Staff

Non-Teaching Staff

Indigenous

Non-Indigenous

Indigenous

Non-Indigenous

0.0

6.0

0.0

2.5

0

8

0

3

Full-Time Equivalents
Persons

Data Source: Department's HR Management Reporting System, extracted Term 3 2018.

Financial Statement
Funding Source
Grants: State
Grants: Commonwealth
Parent Contributions
Fund Raising
Other

Amount
1 032 031

4500
23 657

0

10 636

2018 Preschool annual report: Improved outcomes funding
Improved outcomes category
(where applicable to the site)

Briefly describe how the 2018 funding was used to improve the relevant department's standard of educational
achievement outcomes (where applicable):*

Outcomes achieved or progress towards these
outcomes:

Improved outcomes for numeracy and literacy

With the SBP on the school site the connection and cross over with the Reception/ Year 1 class is a
weekly event. During that time, activities are strongly related to the transition to school and the
development of literacy and numeracy awareness. This supports the range of activities undertaken
in the SBP during each session.

Students enter school with a strong
awareness and good preparation of basic
skills.

Improved ECD and parenting outcomes
(children's centres only)

Not Applicable
Improved outcomes for children with disabilities

Not Applicable
Improved outcomes for non-English speaking
children who received bilingual support

* The department's standard of educational achievement is defined as children and young people progressing and achieving at or above their appropriate year level.

2018 school annual report: Tier 2 funding report*
*Tier 2 funding provides additional resources to support students who are unlikely to obtain the desired outcomes without further support.

Tier 2 funding
section

Tier 2 category (where applicable
to the site)

Briefly describe how the 2018 funding was used to improve the relevant Outcomes achieved or progress
Standard of Educational Achievement (SEA) outcomes
made towards these outcomes

Improved behaviour management and Not Applicable
engagement
Targeted funding for
individual students

Targeted funding for
groups of students

Program funding for
all students

Other discretionary
funding

Improved outcomes for students with
an additional language or dialect

Not Applicable

Improved outcomes for students with
disabilities

Provision of 1:1 support in Numeracy and Literacy. Due to age and specific disability,
All progress will be at the lower end of
no formal assessment has taken place in 2018 with regard to SEA outcomes. Running the scale.
Records show low level progress as expected.

Improved outcomes for
• rural and isolated students
• Aboriginal students
• numeracy and literacy
including early years support
First language maintenance and
development
Students taking alternative pathways
Students with learning difficulties
grant

Provision of access to wider life experiences via travel and subsidy to off set distance.
This leads to contextual development.
Reduced class sizes provides additional teacher time for each student.
SSO support in basic literacy and numeracy to support identified students (20 hours
per week)
Additional resources to support learning and to meet specific student needs.
Provision of teacher resources to accommodate multi year level classes within the
Australian Curriculum.

Students are tracked and progress
monitored with intervention applied as
soon as needs are identified.
Flexible use of resourcing to meet
emergent needs.

Australian Curriculum
Aboriginal languages programs
initiatives

Not Applicable

Better schools funding

Reduced class sizes operated 4 classes with 2 year level splits and classes less than
20 students per class.

Specialist school reporting (as
required)

Not Applicable

This approach is not sustainable into
the future.

Improved outcomes for gifted students Not Applicable

Primary school counsellor (if
applicable)

Well Being support achieved through reduced class sizes in 2018. Strong well being
focus across the school.

Well Being Survey Yrs 4 -7 support the
belief that students are happy.

